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NOTES FOR CHANGE: January 15, 2019 Newsletter
EARLY VOTING PASSES SENATE AFTER 100 YEARS!
Robb Smith, IINYS Executive Director
TAKE A VICTORY LAP!
Activists in the visitors' galleries stood and cheered when the NY Senate made history today and passed the
Early Voting Act. The vote was decisive and bipartisan. This reform took 100 years!
Here’s what passed today:
✔Early Voting
#
"
#Consolidated Primaries
"
✔
# Same Day Registration
"
✔
#Pre-Registration for 16 & 17 year olds
"
✔
#Portable Registration
"
✔
# Mail-in Voting
"
✔
# And Closing the LLC Loophole
"
✔
You and other activists have probably walked more than a million miles of Capitol corridors in total over
the years advocating for these and other progressive reforms. CONGRATULATIONS! You kept the faith
and made it happen.
And this is just the beginning. By the time you read this, the Gender Expression Non-Discrimination Act
(GENDA) will have passed and next week, on January 22nd, the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
Reproductive Health Act will go the Senate floor for a vote.
This is history in the making! Give yourselves a round of applause and pats on the back for all the work
you have put in over the years generating progressive bills and policies.
To hear what Sen. Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and the new Senate majority have in store for
NY, go to https://www.nysenate.gov/calendar/sessions/january-09-2019/session-1-9-19, minute 21 and
enjoy new hope, new energy and a new agenda!
Take a deep breath, enjoy the feeling of success, watch the action, then thank the Senate and Assembly
leaders, and your representatives if they voted for these bills and other progressive legislation this month.
You can do that by email, snail mail, or a phone call. (See pictures below)
Here's another article celebrating NYs
progress- https://www.commondreams.org/news/2019/01/15/once-laughingstock-voting-rightsreform-package-moves-new-york-toward-more-inclusive

January Rally for Election Reform

Activists in the visitors' galleries stood and cheered when the NY Senate made history on Monday, January 14, 2019, and passed
the Early Voting Act. The vote was decisive and bipartisan. This reform took 100 years! Perseverance furthers. (Photo by Robb
Smith, IINYS Executive Director)

Andrea Stewart-Cousins, newly elected NYS Senate Majority Leader
Photo by Paul Shas, IINYS Board Member

The NY Assembly Elections Committee meets prior to taking a floor vote on election reform. January 14, 2020.
(Photo by Paula Shaw, IINYS Board Member)

IINYS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR URGES NEW HOPE BUDGET AT PRESS EVENT
IINYS Executive Director Robb Smith at the
30th Annual Peoples’ State of the State Press
Event
At the People’s State of the State press event at
the entrance to the New York Capitol on January
8, Robb Smith, Executive Director of Interfaith
Impact of NYS, spoke on behalf of IINYS:
“This year, a people-centered philosophy is
energizing the New York Senate. For too long, a war against the poor has kept millions from flourishing.
This week, that changes. There are some quick fixes. Eliminate cash bail. That ugly remnant of Jim Crow
fills our local jails with innocent poor people. Reform our outdated voting laws. And tax wealth so the rich
pay their fair share again. There are more ambitious programs. Craft affordable, quality health insurance for

all. Eliminate food insecurity. Above all, accept the responsibility to give everyone in New York an
opportunity to thrive. We can do it.”
Interfaith Impact urges the newly constituted legislature to create the 2019-2020 state budget as a moral
document. Budgets are a reflection of the values of the community that is the Empire State. Funding
priorities should be public education, health care for all and support for people of low income. Taxes
should be a reflection of the ability to pay: therefore, we support continuation of the "millionaire's tax" and
other progressive tax reforms. In a time of political uncertainty, a moral budget would be a welcome sign of
justice and hope. For a detailed look at the New Hope Budget, go to http://fiscalpolicy.org/11737-2
REPRODUCTIVE JUSTICE IN THE AGE OF TRUMPISM
Richard S. Gilbert, President IINYS (See www.interfaithimpactnys.org Backgrounder)
Canadian author Margaret Atwood, in her dystopian novel The Handmaid’s Tale, describes a world that
strains one’s imagination until one looks at what is happening to abortion rights today. (She will
publish The Testaments, a sequel to The Handmaid’s Tale, in September 2019). If you have not read it, do,
for the prospect of women as reproductive slaves is chilling.
When advocating for passage of the Reproductive Health Act (RHA – S240 and A21) and the
Comprehensive Contraceptive Coverage Act (CCCA – S659 – A585) we have been told by opponents that
we have nothing to fear regarding repeal of Roe v. Wade. I remind them of the Kavanaugh hearings, the
Trump Administration’s antipathy to abortion rights and the rightward tilt of the court. Given that fraught
appointment, many anti-choice states are lining up cases to bring to the Court. It may be true that Roe will
not be overturned, though not for lack of trying. It probably is true, however, that this phalanx of cases will
serve to chip away at this monumental 1973 decision. Women may well find themselves unable to secure
reproductive services, not because of the law, but because many states have simply forced clinics out of the
state by placing prohibitive limitations on their operation.
Quite apart from that, New York’s 1970 abortion reform law is inadequate in the 21st century. I advocated
for that reform in 1969 and 1970 as a member of the Clergy Consultation Service on Problem Pregnancies.
We were fortunate to pass it because of one courageous Assemblyman, George Michaels of Auburn, whose
son I knew at Cornell. He changed his vote at the last minute for passage, only to lose the next election. He
was an Upstate Democrat. That law still resides unaccountably in the criminal code. The RHA places the
law in the health code. The new law also adds the health of the mother and a non-viable fetus as conditions
for abortion. Women should not have to leave the state to avail themselves of health care services. Finally,
this legislation enables medically trained professionals to provide services without fear.
The CCCA requires insurance companies to cover a broad array of contraceptive methods approved by the
Federal Drug Administration. It requires them to cover the following services without co-payments:
contraceptive education and counseling, voluntary sterilization procedures and related follow-up services,
and all FDA-approved contraceptive drugs, devices, and products. Women will have access to 12 months
of contraception, thus having a full year’s supply – a best practice. Emergency Contraception (EC) will be
available over the counter. This is important for all women, but especially low income women who are so
often under-served.
New Yorkers often pride themselves as residing in an enlightened and progressive state with regard to
women’s health. The need to pass these bills suggests we have been ill-informed. If our nation, if our state
is not to become a modern version of The Handmaid’s Tale, we had best not be overconfident. Governor
Cuomo has said he wants to pass reproductive legislation in the first 30 days of the session. Advocates are
hoping for passage January 22, the 46th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. We must hold him to his word and
join our advocate friends. Governor Cuomo and every legislator must be made aware of the urgency of this

issue. The RHA is first; CCCA legislation will soon be introduced. Sexuality education legislation is in the
works. Interfaith Impact will soon send a Memorandum of Support for these measures.
QUOTE TO NOTE: “The bottom line is there are lots of priorities. We don’t take anything for granted
until it passes and the ink is dry from the governor’s pen.” Andrea Miller, president of the national Institute
for Reproductive Health, December 12, 2018
LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR FOR 2019 AND INTERFAITH IMPACT DATES TO NOTE
Legislative Session begins January 9 and ends June 19 - https://nyassembly.gov/leg/calendar/
February 1 (Friday): Budget presentation formally due
February 5 (Tuesday) NY Renews (Climate, Jobs and Justice Lobby Day) daniela@nyrenews.org
February 26: (Tuesday) End Mass Incarceration Legislative Awareness Day (Devante@vocal.ny.org)
March 12 (Tuesday): Planned Parenthood Empire State Acts Advocacy Day
March 17 (Sunday): Rochester Chapter IINYS Annual Legislative Briefing: “God’s Own Junkyard:
Environmental Stewardship”
April 1 (Monday): Budget Approval Deadline
April 30 (Tuesday) Coalition for Alternatives to Isolated Confinement Advocacy Day (CAIC)
May 6 (Monday): Advocacy Day for Interfaith Impact of New York State
EDITORIAL: “JUSTICE” IS THE WORD OF 2018: CELEBRATION THE WORD OF 2019
Richard S. Gilbert, Editor and President IINYS
Merriam Webster Dictionary recently chose “justice” as its “word of the year.” In a sense, that is what
Interfaith Impact seeks to do: inject the imperatives of justice during policy debate in Albany 2019. As I
wrote this anticipatory column, things were happening so fast in Albany that celebration may be our word
for 2019. What has happened this week necessitated a happy rewrite. Most dramatic were the “Let New
York Vote” reforms. See “Early Voting Passes Senate after 100 Years.”
IINYS seeks distributive justice as we seek a “moral budget,” an allocation of resources on the basis of
fairness to rich and poor, black and white, immigrant and citizen, women and men. It means a taxation
policy based on an ability to pay and geared to meet the basic needs of all New Yorkers. See New Hope
budget above.
IINYS seeks reformative justice as we seek the fair treatment of individuals caught up in our criminal
justice system. It means appropriate treatment of youth in implementation of “Raise the Age” legislation
passed last year, as well as limiting use of solitary confinement in HALT legislation and reform of the bail
bond system which disadvantages so many poor people.
IINYS seeks eco-justice as we realize the earth is not a mine to be exploited for a few, but a garden to be
tended for the many. It means an urgent change of policy from carbon-based resources to renewable
resources like wind and solar, bio-mass and conservation. Recent alarming reports on global climate
change make “100% carbon neutral by 2050” not a talking point, but a concrete goal.
IINYS seeks sexual justice as we work toward passage of GENDA legislation to protect gender expression
of transgender people. GENDA passed the Legislature January 15. Cuomo is expected to sign it into
law.
IINYS seeks reproductive justice to protect women’s right to birth control and abortion in the context of a
federal Administration and Senate, as well as individual states, bound and determined to deprive women of
the basic right to control over their own bodies. (See article above. Watch for January 22 Action)

IINYS seeks economic justice as we work to provide not only a minimum wage, but a living wage for our
workers, including migrant laborers who are denied basic economic rights.
IINYS seeks health care justice as we move toward universal coverage, single-payer health insurance. This
“Medicare for all” is good rhetoric on the campaign trail, but devilishly difficult to implement in a nation
not given to deviation from a profit-based, private system. It will take considerable time and effort.
Justice must be our watchword. However, the justice we have sought is coming to fruition at such a pace
that this monthly newsletter cannot keep up. However, some of our unfinished legislative priorities are not
guaranteed to pass. Nothing will more sabotage our efforts than overconfidence. Justice-makers of New
York: take nothing for granted; celebrate this week’s victories, and then next week get busy again.
(See the Governor’s “Justice Agenda” at https://www.ny.gov/programs/2019-justice-agenda. To contact
the Governor, go to https://www.governor.ny.gov/content/governor-contact-form, fill out the form, and
paste the letter or position paper into the message box.
WE INVITE YOU TO
___ become a member of IINYS and support it financially
(http://www.interfaithimpactnys.org/Donations.html)-either our 501C4 action arm, IINYS, Inc. or our tax
deductible 501C3, IINYS Foundation, Inc., see below.
___ respond to our action alerts by contacting your elected officials and letting us know where they stand
or if they want more information.
___ become an ambassador for IINYS in your congregation, receiving and distributing IINYS materials &
encouraging congregational participation
__ urge your minister/rabbi to address issues from the pulpit and in adult education
DONATE NOW
Interfaith Impact of NYS depends on the donation of friends and members to maintain a year-round
presence in Albany. Please, consider a generous donation now.
Go to http://www.interfaithimpactnys.org/Donations.html or include check and form below.
Yes, I’ll help make our shared progressive religious values heard in the New York
State Legislature and Executive Chamber. I want to donate to (please check one):
___ Interfaith Impact of NYS, Inc. to support direct issue advocacy (501C4, not
tax deductible)
___ Interfaith Impact of NYS Foundation, Inc. issue education and civic
participation (501C3 tax deductible)
Name and title: _____________________________________________________________
Address - Street: ________________________ City: ______________________ Zip: ____
Phone: _________ E-mail: _________Congregation/denomination: ___________________
Suggested donation: ___$25, ___$50, ___$100, ___$200, ___$500, ___other ___________
Amount enclosed: $___ (check made out to IINYS, Inc. or IINYS Foundation).
Please mail to Treasurer, Interfaith Impact of NYS, 101 Coniston Dr., Rochester, NY 14610
Interfaith Impact of NYS. P.O. Box 7163 Capitol Building, Albany, NY 12224
518-463-5652; http://www.interfaithimpactnys.org/ https://iinys.nationbuilder.com/
Facebook: like our IINYS group (to post your concern) and page for official posts

In Memoriam: The Rev. Robert C. Lamar, member of the IINYS Clergy Advisory Board
See https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.timesunion.com/news/amp/Rev-Robert-C-Lamar-ecumenicaland-Presbyterian-13527708.php
NOTES FOR CHANGE newsletter is published the 15th of each month. Action Alerts, Background
Papers and Webinars and Special Issues will be announced. PREVIEW OF THE FEBRUARY
ISSUE OF NOTES FOR CHANGE: Criminal Justice, Budget as a Moral Document, Health Care

